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On March 4, 2023 the above summons sent via email from <irishcrimeinvestigate2012@gmail.com> to the 
GLHS account, “Please read the summons that concerns you in the attachment. Best regards.”   
 
Looking online no notices of SPAM mail were found, and in fact the summons appears to be legitimate,  
although the wording is rather humorous. The account was most likely targeted because of it’s name and 
association. Any “pornography” was on the images of postage stamps and/or post cards. If anyone has any 
information or comments regarding this please email GLHStamps2@gmail.com 
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The Gay and Lesbian History on 
Stamps Journal is published 
quarterly by Gay and Lesbian His-
tory on Stamps (GLHS). GLHS is 
an affiliate of the American Phila-
telic Society (APS), Number 205, 

and a study unit of the American Topical Associa-
tion (ATA), Number 458.  

The objective of GLHS is to promote an interest in 
the collection, study and dissemination of 
knowledge of worldwide philatelic material that 
depicts:  

• Notable men and women and their contribu-
tions to society for whom historical evidence 
exists of homosexual or bisexual orientation, 

• Mythology, historical events and ideas signifi-
cant in the history of gay culture, 

• Flora and fauna scientifically proven as having 
prominent homosexual behavior, and 

Even though emphasis is placed on the above as-
pects of stamp collecting, GLHS strongly encour-
ages other philatelic endeavors.  

 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE: 

Publication date          Submissions due 

July 2023            June 15 

October 2023          September 15 

January 2024          December 15 

April 2023           March 15 

Members may submit advertisements for free. 

 

CONTACTS: 

Gay and Lesbian History on Stamps 

1020 E. Hemlock St.,  

Kent WA 98030-6241, USA 

Email: glhstamps2@gmail.com 

Website: www.glhsonline.org 

MEMBERSHIP: 

Membership fees at this time are $10 a year to 
assist with maintenance fees including the web-
site, photocopies of brochures, advertising, and 
other administrative expenses.  

Payment by check or money order, payable to the 
organization, GLHS, mailed to 1020 E. Hemlock 
St, Kent WA 98030-6241 or by PayPal to 
glhstamps2@gmail.com.    

Additional volunteers are needed 
 
• Social Media Commit-

tee to explore options 
for group open and/or 
closed online commu-
nications/meetings 
such as Google, Insta-
gram, twitter, blogs, go-to meeting, HipChat, 
etc.  

• GLHS Journal Editor  

• GLHS Journal Columnists 

• Index GLHS journal articles since 2018 

• Give presentations in person or virtually 

• Coordinate GLHS Socials 

• Maintain membership 

• Advertising Committee 

• Submit articles, journeys, cover/postal history 
write ups, travels and philatelic events 

GLHS Board of Directors 2022-2023 

President: Lisa Foster (Wash.) 

Vice President: John P. Stefanek (Mich.) 

Secretary: Marlene Michelson (Calif.) 

Treasurer: Laurie Anderson (Wash.)  

! New Members ! 
 

Derek M. NY 
Scott Z. CA 
Jenna M. CA 

Membership Report                                                                                                        

Our current membership consists of 81 members. 

47 are also members of the American Philatelic 

Society (APS) & 36 members of the American 

Topical Association (ATA).  

 When you join the APS, ATA and/or AFDCS              

notify GLHS 
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Hope all is well and wish you and the group great 
success in 2023! - Keith Hambly  
 
Outstanding! Be well in the new year of 2023. 
Ferg 
 
Some good news coming as the research commit-
tee at the NPM is discussing having a study day 
and examining the LGBT collections this year.   
All the best, Ian 

Fun cover received with new membership from     
Scott Zaragoza 

 

Star Route  

Contest 2022  

Jury feedback 

 
Gay and Lesbian History on Stamps 
This is a great site with clean, modern design. 
Navigation bar was easy to use. Online member-
ship applications were easy to access and com-
plete. The site would benefit from a sitewide 
search function. 
 
Gay and Lesbian History on Stamps Journal 
Great newsletter, with interesting article topics. 
Colors are rich and images are interesting and var-
ied. Layout and text design is a bit plain. Some 
scanned images could have had better quality. 

Letters Received…. 

 

GLHS is a 2023 Sponsor of the 
ATA Study Unit Booth 

 
The American Topical Association is well into the 
planning for the ATA activities at the Great Amer-
ican Stamp Show. ATA will be providing a booth 
for all study units to share. It will be clearly 
marked, “ATA Study Units,” and will be in a 
prominent place in the society area of the show.  
 
GLHS with other Study Units will have literature 
and membership forms there. Last year numerous 
study units who spent time at the booth recruited 
new members. This is an ideal way to have our 
study unit represented without having the obliga-
tion to staff a booth throughout the show. If you 
are at the show, please take a seat at the table.  
 
The space has been reserved at ATA’s expense. 
Once again, ATA asked study units to sponsor the 
ATA booth at the $50 level, in return for advertis-
ing throughout the show. Our study unit sponsors 
receive these benefits: 
 
            •Digital artwork indicating your support,  
     that we can add to our website, Facebook 
     page, etc..    
            •Recognition throughout the show on the  
     rolling TV monitor in the ATA booth 
            •Signage in the ATA study unit booth 
    •Listing in show program, Topical Time    
     and on the ATA website 
  
Again, any GLHS member can sit at the table, 
answer questions about GLHS, the e-journal, 
quarterly zoom meetings, and/or recruit new 
members. Together we can do it!  

GASS Future Dates/Locations 
 

2023 August 10-13 Cleveland OH 

2024 August 15-18, Hartford, CT 

2025 August 14-17, Schaumburg, IL  

2026 Bye – Boston 2026 May 23-30 

John Stefanek graciously donated GLHS related 
packets of stamps to be given as door prizes to  
meeting attendees and to promote GLHS.  
 

Thank You John! 
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By Arthur P. von Reyn 

During March, two previously unreported pride 

event postmarks from the early 2000s surfaced. 

Added to that were two “under the radar” ones 

from California.  

The first, from Italy, was reported by Ricard Padró 

Lopez, a collector in Spain, and posted on the 

GLHS Facebook page. Toscana Pride 2004, a na-

tional pride festival to raise awareness on legaliz-

ing civil unions (not achieved 

until 2016), was held on June 

19, 2004. The event, due to 

opposition in other larger 

Tuscan cities, ended up in 

Grosseto. A city of about 

80,000 residents,  Grosseto is 

located close to the Tyrrhenian Sea between Flor-

ence and Rome. Due to an absence of national me-

dia coverage and limited regional publicity, as well 

as poor transportation connections, only 20,000 

participants showed up, a disappointment. The first 

mega national event, held four years earlier in 

Rome, attracted 70,000 individuals. The postmark 

was available at the Grosseto event and from the 

Italian Post office for 30 days thereafter. 

The report of the Toscana Pride postmark prompt-

ed a Google search for images of “Gay Pride Post-

marks” and “Gay Pride Cancels,” something I had 

not attempted for some time. The source of almost 

every image revealed by the Google search was 

from our very own GLH-

Sonline website. Howev-

er, one unfamiliar image 

appeared, for LA/Valley 

Pride, held October 9, 

2005. Sure enough, this 

pictorial postmark, as the U.S. Postal Service calls 

them, was not on our website nor does it appear to 

have been reported in the Lambda Philatelic Jour-

nal, the precursor to the Gay and Lesbian History 

on Stamps Journal. LA/Valley Pride began in 1998 

as Simi Valley Pride and was apparently held for a 

time thereafter in the Los 

Angeles neighborhood of 

Studio City. There are now 

multiple pride events in 

the Los Angeles area, with 

the largest and oldest be-

ing LA Pride, with the 

2023 version to be held June 9-11. 

This revelation prompted a review of the biweekly 

USPS Postal Bulletin of the past few years for any 

other pride pictorial postmarks. Two additional 

ones were encountered, though they were not 

sponsored by a LGBTQ organization. In 2019 and 

2022, “Out at the 

Fair” postmarks 

were available on 

LGBTQ day at the 

California State 

Fair in Sacramento. Both feature a rainbow arch-

ing between two clouds.  

Obviously, the Postal Bulletin is a best source for 

finding American pictorial postmarks. Years ago, 

dozens of images of such postmarks were repro-

duced in each issue, so it’s not surprising the LA/

Valley Pride one was overlooked. These days, it’s 

easier to search the Postal Bulletin pictorial post-

mark listings; the number is often a half dozen or 

less per issue. 

With no comprehensive source such as the Postal 

Bulletin for foreign pride postmarks, we have to 

rely on members and other collectors to report 

them. 

With the addition of these four entries, there are 

now 59 images of pride postmarks plus a variety 

of other LGBTQ-related ones in the “Resources” 

section of the GLHSonline website. A updated 

checklist listing them is also available. 

Covers featuring these type postmarks occasional-

ly appear on eBay and various other philatelic 

websites. 

“Ancient” and Recent LGBTQ Postmarks Discovered 
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My husband, the three cats (that allow us to serve 
them) and of course my obsession with little 
pieces of paper.  Let me expound…. 
 
My husband and I have been together since No-
vember of 1996.  We were unionized in 1999, in 
front of 125 of our friends.  It was not even re-
motely legal in our regressive state of Florida.  
As it turned out the building that we held the 
shindig in was razed less than two weeks later 
and the Unitarian Minister – a friend named Roy 
– passed away suddenly about 6 
months later.  None of that was 
a bad omen -- as we are still to-
gether after 26+ years.  We did 
get legally married in Maryland 
in 2013, which forced Florida to 
recognize our married status 
and my employer to cover my 
husband with health insurance.  
The elderly (and blind) canine 
in the picture answered to --  “Handsome”  --  he 
was our witness during the official proceedings.  
My husband, Ricky, is on the left and I am on the 
right.  It all worked out in the end -- even if the 
path was far from “straight.”   
 
We currently have three Persians – all rescues.  
With white, red, and gray fur we always know 
which one gifted the hairball.  The three are typi-
cal of Persians and are mostly indifferent to their 
human servants -- unless they want food or the 
rare case of attention – of course always on their 
terms.  A couple of times they have attempted to 
assist in my pursuit of my avocation.  The results 
have been rather unspectacular to say the very 
least.  The red one – Izzy seems to enjoy the 
Scott’s catalog, not for the in-
formation value provided but 
rather as a perch to sleep on – 
and yes, I do have a picture.  I 
do attempt to keep the three 
hairy beasts out of my stamp 

work area, but it seems to be a fruitless endeavor.  
They stroll in, look around then flop down (and 
snore) or continue to more interesting areas of the 
house.  They are cats and they do what they want 
when they want.  They have a very privileged ex-
istence. 
 
I have been a collector for most of my life.  I was 
bitten as a 7-year-old when I was given my fa-
ther’s childhood album.  It sparked a lifelong ob-
session with the hobby that I adore.  The differ-
ence between men and boys is the price of their 
toys – yep that does apply if you are a stamp col-
lector.  I can now afford a lot of what was totally 
out of reach when I was a youngster.  The thrill of 
the hunt and finding that one elusive item that 
checks all the requirement boxes, is beyond 
words -- but everyone reading this column al-
ready knows that.  Classic United States material 
turns my crank – to use a phrase.  At a recent 
WSP show I was able to fill an empty 
spot on a page with an item (J30 with 
a cert) that has been long sought af-
ter.  The feeling is good for sure.  
There is also the social aspect of at-
tending a WSP event.  A lot of old 
friends to chat with and a lot of stamps to look at!  
Sometimes (but rarely) my husband makes an ap-
pearance at a philatelic event – while he is not a 
stamp collector – he does enjoy the interaction 
with many he encounters.  After all he is the so-
cial one and I am the introvert.  It makes a good 
life balance in our relationship.  I try not to drag 
him into too many philatelic related gatherings, 
but it does happen two or three times a year. 
At the age of 63, I can say I am happy.  I have a 
wonderful husband that I adore, three cats that 
sometimes like me and a hobby that keeps on giv-
ing.  What more can one ask for? 
 
Until next time, be good and practice kindness.  
 
Pay it forward. 

Happiness Is? 
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Lichtenstein memorial award winner 
Charles Verge 
 
The Collectors Club of New York announced 

winners of the Alfred 
F. Lichtenstein memo-
rial award for distin-
guished service to phi-
lately at the club’s an-
nual meeting January 
11, 2023. They are 
Trish Kaufmann and 
Randy Neil of the 
United States and 
Charles Verge of Can-
ada. Verge is the third 
Canadian to have been 
given the award.  

 
Charles J.G. Verge, who was born in Montreal, 
Quebec, and now hails from Toronto, Ontario, is 
widely acknowledged as one of Canada’s fore-
most living philatelists, although he has been ac-
tive all over the world. 
 
Verge has been an international leader in the or-
ganizing and judging of philatelic exhibits, serv-
ing since 1995 at over 150 national and interna-
tional stamp shows in North America, South 
America, Europe, the Middle East, Asia and Aus-
tralia, most recently at Capex 2022 in Toronto. 
 
For the International Federation of Philately 
(FIP), he acts as lead trainer and develops the cur-
riculum for the jury academy. 
 
He has exhibited in every major exhibit category 
except two (maximum cards and astrophilately). 
“I believe that, as a judge, one should understand 
the regulations and complexities of exhibiting in 
all classes,” he said. 
 
A historian by training, Verge is the author of 
four books, including one on Canada’s 1959 St. 
Lawrence Seaway 5¢ invert error (Scott 387a), 
and countless articles. For many years he was the 
stamp columnist for the Ottawa Citizen, and he is 
a frequent contributor to the American Philate-
list and Canadian Philatelist. He is also a past 
president of the Eire Philatelic Association. 
 
He likes to stress the importance of research, es-
pecially in places philatelists often don’t think to 
look. “I find it interesting to do research in histo-
ry, and bring in things nobody would have 

thought of,” Verge said in a December interview. 
“It’s important to paint a broad picture.” 
 
He cited as an example his exhibit on the U.S. 
1959 Dental Health 4¢ stamp (Scott 1135). “I 
spent seven years researching this one stamp. I 
went through the Third Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral’s collection at the National Postal Museum. I 
went through the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing files. Then it occurred to me to visit the head-
quarters of the American Dental Association in 
Chicago. In their archives they had a whole filing 
cabinet full of material on this stamp issue!” 
 
His book on the Seaway inverts included memos 
from ministerial archives, detailing behind-the-
scenes activity to deflect the embarrassment of the 
snafu. 
 
Even the most experienced philatelists can still 
learn, Verge said, recalling the time another judge 
took him aside at an international show and sug-
gested he rethink the arrangement of his exhibit 
on Haitian revenues. “He asked me to completely 
redo the development of the narrative,” Verge ex-
plained. “It hadn’t occurred to me, but he was 
right.” 
 
Verge has worked across borders to bring U.S. 
and Canadian philately closer together, for in-
stance by helping to broker reciprocity agree-
ments over qualifications for national and interna-
tional shows. 
 
As a member of the Council of Philatelists advis-
ing the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum in 
Washington, he brought to bear his experiences as 
a board member of the Friends of the Canadian 
Postal Museum in Ottawa, Ontario, where he had 
helped curate some of the material in its collec-
tion. 
 
Verge is a 2020 signatory of the Roll of Distin-
guished Philatelists. Away from philately, he en-
joys spending time with his granddaughter, Lea, 
and collecting hockey memorabilia. 
 
From Linn’s Stamp News January 12, 2023 

Charles, Cindy & Charlotte at 
the CAPEX 22 Palmares   
Reception/Dinner.  

Photo courtesy Carlos Vergara 
CAPEX 22 official photographer  
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Posted March 21, 2023 
 
The Philippine Postal Corporation issued a stamp 
featuring the newly elected Philippine Vice Presi-
dent on November 17, 2022. The stamp features 
Sara Z. Duterte (b. 1978) taking the oath of office 
on June 19, 2022. 
 

On March 10, 2022, she 
told supporters at a meet-
and-greet that she was part 
of the LGBT community, 
with her gender expression 
being male and sex being 
female. Duterte's statement 

was met with some skepticism by local LGBT 
activist groups. 
 
This seems to be a "first". What do you think? 
 
Posted March 22, 2023 
 
Correos (Spain) issued a stamp fea-
turing the likeness of Julius Caesar 
on February 23, 2023. The mural, 
twenty meters high, represents Jul-
ius Caesar in a grayscale and about 
sixty hours of work went into its 
creation. The mural is directly 
across the street from the Roman 
Wall in Lugo, Spain. The mural 
was awarded the prize for the best mural in the 
world in 2021 by the Street Art Cities platform. 
 
Posted Feb 18, 2023 
 
Posteitaliane (Italy) issued a stamp on February 
12, 2023, to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of Franco Zeffirelli (1923 - 2019). 
Zeffirelli was an Italian stage and film director, 
producer, production designer and politician. His 

major breakthrough came in 
1968 with the release of 
"Romeo and Juliet" starring 
two teenagers in the lead roles. 
He came out in 1996. 

Raquel Welch Myra Breckinridge Cover       

By Derwin Mak 

Raquel Welch died on February 15, 2023, and I 
made this memorial cover for her. The cachet 
shows Raquel Welch in Myra Breckin-
ridge (1970), based on a novel by Gore Vidal. In 
the film, Myron, played by film critic Rex Reed, 
has a sex change operation and becomes Myra, 
played by Raquel Welch. Myra goes to a acting 
school run by Buck Loner (John Huston), where 
she causes all sorts of trouble and has a lesbian 
fling with Mary Ann (Farrah Fawcett!). Alt-
hough Myra Breckinridge was disdained as one 
of the worst films ever made for decades, it has 
acquired a cult following in recent years.  

 

 

LGBT Exhibit Wish List 
 
Tomas Griebling is thinking of putting together 
an exhibit related to LGBT symbols, specifically 
the Lambda, the Labrys, and the Pink Triangle. 
He will need stamps, cancels, meters, covers, ca-
chets, postcards, etc. The focus is the symbols 
(specifically Pink Triangle - or Blank Triangle - 
Lambda, and Labrys.  
 
He will not be including the Pride Flag rainbow 
or the Red Ribbon (HIV specific). 
 
If anyone has any to share, sell, trade or has con-
tacts that would assist Tomas in completing this 
project, please email TLGINKC@yahoo.com 
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tin, who started the first exclusively lesbian politi-
cal/activist organization in the United States in 
1955; the elderly Ruth Ellis, who had created a 
gathering place for lesbians in the 1940s and 
1950s; Cleve Jones, the creator of the NAMES 
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt; and Roberta 
Achtenberg, the first openly gay person to be con-
firmed by the US Senate for a high-level govern-
ment position. The sitters lived across the United 
States and encompassed different professions, 
religions, generations, and ethnicities. In their in-
terviews, they recalled hardship and discrimina-
tion, but also celebration and support. Together, 
they create a jubilant visual portrait of Americans 
in the late 1980s and early 1990s—living their 
lives, finding love, community, and shared hu-
manity. 

Nancy Andrews (nga.gov) 
 
Acquisition: Nancy Andrews (nga.gov) 
 

National Gallery of Art – Acquisitions: 
Nancy Andrews 
 
Published January 27, 2023 
 
In the late 1980s, photographer Nancy Andrews (b. 
1963) began a project to tell the everyday stories of 
gay and lesbian Americans and their loved ones. 
During these years, gays and lesbians were largely 
closeted, and their daily lives—at home, at work, 
with friends and family—remained unseen. With 
extraordinary empathy and commitment, Andrews, 
herself a lesbian, set out to find queer Americans 
who were willing to share their lives and sit for her 
camera. She traveled the country, finding subjects 
via local newsletters, gay newspapers, and word of 
mouth. 
 
While working as a staff photographer at The 
Washington Post, Andrews published her ground-
breaking photobook, Family: A Portrait of Gay 
and Lesbian America (1989–1993), in which each 
photograph is accompanied by text drawn from 
Andrews’s interviews with her subjects. As she 
wrote in her introduction, “This is the book I 
looked for when I began to realize that I was gay.” 
In celebration of the publication, she produced a 
series of 70 gelatin silver prints, corresponding to 
the photographs in the book, that were then dis-
played in an exhibition at the Corcoran Gallery of 
Art in 1994. Andrews has generously donated this 
set of prints, along with additional photographs 
and materials, to the National Gallery of Art. 
 
Andrews has described her sense of duty and grati-
tude “to the people who allowed me to photograph 
them back at such a tender time.” The portraits she 
made are deeply touching in their ordinariness, as 
queer Americans sought to pursue their day-to-day 
lives free from persecution. Her photographs show 
blended families, a couple happily attending a ded-
icated gay and lesbian prom, a gathering of mem-
bers at an all-inclusive ladies’ garden club, partici-
pants in a gay and lesbian rodeo, two different Elv-
is impersonators, two Mardi Gras krewes, a frater-
nity, a couple who were together for 63 years, and 
an Olympic swimmer. 
 
Also among Andrews’s subjects were former 
members of the military and the civil service dis-
missed for their sexual orientation, as well as 
AIDS activists, a pastor of a gay church, and the 
only two openly gay congressmen at the time, Bar-
ney Frank and Gerry Studds. Many of her subjects 
were pioneers, such as Phyllis Lyon and Del Mar-

American Philatelic Society 
(APS)                                                 
Gay & Lesbian History on Stamps as 
an APS Affiliate (AF0205).  

       “Affiliate since: 8/31/1991.” 



 9 

 

GLHS Zoom Meeting 

On March 14, 2023, Ingo 
Nessel presented, “Why I 
collect Hong Kong,” an 
overview of the attractions 
of Hong Kong philately. 

Besides the stamps themselves, the talk intro-
duced treaty ports, branch post offices, security 
markings, postal history and many other fascina-
tions of collecting this country with a rich phila-
telic heritage. 
 
It was obvious during the presentation that Ingo is 
very knowledgeable of the chosen topic and 
shared philatelic items from an extensive collec-
tion as well as exhibits he has created.  
 
Ingo is the vice President at Hong Kong Study 
Circle, past president of the Philatelic Specialists 
Society of Canada (PSSC) and a Fellow of both 
the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada and the 
Royal Philatelic Society of London. As part of the 
CAPEX2022 team, Ingo was responsible for all 
the Societies and Seminars and worked closely 
with GLHS representatives.   
 
The presentation was historical, informative, col-
orful and truly highlighted the many sub-
specialties of Hong Kong philately that are availa-
ble to collectors.  

There were 18 individuals in attendance at the vir-
tual presentation. Comments included;  
 
“The Dutch stamp dealer that sells North Korea 
stamps (and visits the country): https://
postzegelmunten-handel-willem-van-der-
bijl.business.site/ He is present at most European 
stamp fairs.”—Maximum van O  
 
“There are many excellent forgeries in this area so 
make sure to get a cert if you are paying serious 

money.”- Ian GS  

“Wonderful presentation, Ingo!  Thank you.” - 

John P  

This was totally awesome! Thank you for spon-
soring this talk! Thank Ingo as well.” -  Mark M 

“A very nice review...with a focus on the beauty 

of the stamp, which was very nice.” - Carol C 

Check out more beautiful stamps on Ingo’s Insta-
gram page Ingo Nessel (@justbeautifulstamps) • 
Instagram photos and videos  

The hour presentation can be viewed on YouTube 
at https://youtu.be/-bdbM8oKJII 

A door prize wheel was spun to determine the 

winner of the door prize donated by Jon Stefanek. 
The winner was Yme! 

Anyone willing to give a presentation either virtu-
ally at a Quarterly GLHS Zoom meeting, or in 

person at an Exhibition, or have suggested speak-
ers, please contact glhstamps2@gmail.com 

WANT LISTS  
Send want lists to glhstamps2@gmail.com 

 
COLLECTOR SEEKS VINTAGE POSTCARDS 
WITH LGBT CONNECTION (People, History, 
etc. ALSO MAGS PRIOR TO 1980. Please email 
Frank at FFINO69@aol.com 
 
Ian Gibson-Smith is seeking the following:  
• There was a mailing in 1988 about AIDS. I 

would love to find an original and know how 
it was mailed. 

• Love letters or letters from gay men or lesbi-
ans from prior to 1850 or so that have LGBT 
relevance. (Stampless postal history) 

• Any postal history associated with Baron von 
Steuben 

 
Dear friend. I was a stamp collector. Postcard 
collector. FDC collector. Now I'm just staying 
with my autograph collection. 
I suggest if you have an autograph then I will 
send you: 50 stamps for one autograph Or 
10 postcards for one autograph Or 
1 fdc for one autograph.  
 
I have that you like my perspective 
Marek, Instagram Wysoczynski 
The smile photographer 
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The AFDCS is a volunteer non-
profit and non-commercial or-
ganization serving the needs of 
First Day Cover collectors, ca-
chetmakers, and dealers. 
Founded in 1955, the society 
has a membership of over 1,100 active first day 
cover collectors, including many who design and 
manufacture their own cacheted FDCs.  
 
The AFDCS has over 30 active chapters. Some 
are groups of FDC specialists, featuring lively 
newsletters on their specialty. Other AFDCS 
Chapters are regional affiliates, giving AFDCS 
members opportunities to meet other local FDC 
collectors at regular meeting times.  
 
To learn more visit Welcome to the American 
First Day Cover Society (afdcs.org)  

Great American Stamp Show 2023 
  
Foster Miller 
Americover 2023 Show Chair 
 
This is an update on Americover 2023, which will 
be held as part of the Great American Stamp 
Show (GASS) to be held August 10-13, 2023, at 
the Huntington Convention Center of Cleveland, 
300 Lakeside Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113. 
Show hours are 10AM to 6PM Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday and 10AM to 4PM on Sunday.  
 
For those who still need to make hotel reserva-
tions the American Philatelic Society has added a 
new block of rooms at the Hampton Inn. Please 
book as soon as possible as this room block is also 
likely to fill up. Here is the information to make 
your reservation: 
  

Hampton Inn by Hilton 
1460 E. Ninth Street 

Cleveland, OH 44114 
 

Room Rates: 
Single/Double occupancy $120/night + local tax 

  
Reservation: Click here to reserve a room 
Or Call 1-216-241-6600 ask for Great American 
Stamp Show rate 
 
**As a friendly reminder, the last day to enjoy 
this discount is July 21, 2023, or until block ful-
fillment 
 
Guest Parking: Valet only parking $39/day + tax 
(in and out privileges) 
  
Nestled in the business district, the Hampton Inn 
is just minutes from the Huntington Convention 
Center. Rate includes free WiFi and a hot break-
fast every morning. 
 
Updates will also be posted at https://stamps.org/
great-american-stamp-show/travel 
 
There will be at least six first day ceremonies at 
the show. The USPS will issue a “Life Magnified” 
pane of 20 on Thursday and a “Thinking of You” 
set of five on Friday; both ceremonies will be at 
11AM. At 1PM Thursday, the United Nations 
Postal Administration will issue stamps with the 
theme “Body, Mind, Soul”. Faroe Islands will 
have two first day ceremonies - Faroe Islands’ 
1000th stamp on Thursday and Martin Morck’s 

1000th stamp on Friday; both at 2PM. Finally, at 
4PM Thursday, the Marshall Islands will issue 
souvenir sheets honoring the 100th anniversary of 
cacheted first day covers. 
 
Bob Helms will again be coordinating the 
AFDCS Hospitality Suite Silent Auction. Dona-
tions can be sent to Bob Helms, 1118 Creekwood 
Drive, Garland, TX 75044-2412. We are looking 
for items with a minimum value of $10.00. We 
do not need bulk lots of common ArtCraft, Art-
master, Colorano or Fleetwood cachets. 
 
The APS/AFDCS/ATA Celebration Banquet is 
Saturday August 12 at 7PM. The banquet will 
include presentation of the American Grand and 
Reserve Grand and Single Frame Grand exhibits 
awards and AFDCS lifetime service awards. 
Tickets are $75.00 and can be purchased 
at https://classic.stamps.org/SS-Function-Tickets. 
 
The American Philatelic Society needs volunteers 
to help the show run smoothly. Volunteers are 
especially needed for exhibit setup on Wednesday 
afternoon, exhibit takedown on Sunday afternoon 
and at the registration booth on Wednesday and 
Thursday. Sign up at https://stamps.org/great-
american-stamp-show/volunteer. A separate call 
for AFDCS volunteers will be made closer to the 
show date. 
 
If you are planning to attend the show, please pre-
register at https://stamps.org/great-american-
stamp-show/preregistration. 
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New Issues                           By John P. Stefanek 

On 14 March 2023, Australian Antarctic Territory 
released four stamps and a miniature sheet cele-
brating Sidney Nolan’s Antarctica.  Sidney Nolan 
(1917-1992) was born in Carlton, Victoria, studied 
at Prahran Technical College (now part of Swin-
burne University), and took night classes at the 
National Gallery of Victoria Art School.  He was 
befriended by the arts patron couple John and Sun-
day Reed, eventually moving in with them in a 
ménage à trois at their home, known as Heide.  
There, he painted the first of his famous iconic 
“Ned Kelly” series.  He worked in a wide variety 
of mediums, his oeuvre among the most diverse 
and prolific in modern art.  In addition to his mul-
tiple marriages and affairs with women and his 
relationship with the Reeds, Sidney had a sexual 
affair with Barrett Reid. 
 
On 4 March 2023, San Marino released a minia-
ture sheet commemorating the 80th Anniversary of 
the Birth of Lucio Dalla. 
 
On 3 March 2023, the United Nations (Geneva) 
released four stamps commemorating Endangered 
Species, including one stamp featuring Equus 
przewalski, “discovered” by Nikolay 
Przhevalsky. 
 
On 28 February 2023, Spain released a stamp 
commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the Death 
of María de Maeztu (1882-1948).  She was born 
in Vitoria, Álava, and started teaching in Bilbao.  

Without interrupting her work, she 
studied at the University of Sala-
manca.  She lectured internationally, 
and in 1915, she founded the Resi-
dencia de Señoritas in Madrid, the 
first official center in Spain whose 
main objective was to encourage 
women’s participation in advanced 

education.  In 1926, during the dictatorship of Pri-
mo de Rivera, she found the Lyceum Club, the first 
women’s club in Spain.  The Civil War ended both 
of her institutions, and she fled to Argentina to be-
come professor at the University of Buenos Aires.  
María had a passion for Victoria Ocampo and was 
jealous of Victoria Kent. 
 
On 24 February 2023, Romania released three 
stamps celebrating Love Flowers, including one 
stamp featuring narcissi (Narcissus). 
 
On 23 February 2023, Spain released a stamp 
commemorating Urban Art: Best Mural in the 
World 2021, featuring Julius Caesar. 
 
On 22 February 2023, Croatia released a miniature 

sheet celebrating Popular Culture: 
Playstation Heroes, including one 
stamp featuring Ellie from The Last 
of Us.  She is a fictional character 
created by Neil Druckmann and 
portrayed by Ashley Johnson in the 
video games and by Bella Ramsey 
in the television adaptation.  She is 

apparently immune to the infection which has 
caused a worldwide near-apocalypse.  The Last of 
Us: Left Behind revealed her homosexuality. 
 
On 21 February 2023, Australia released a Stamp 
Pack of twelve stamps celebrating Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid, based on the short story by Hans 
Christian Andersen, including one stamp featur-
ing the character Ursula, 
who’s design was based on 
Divine (1945-1988).  He was 
an American actor, singer, 
and drag queen, closely asso-
ciated with filmmaker John 
Waters, appearing in his 
films, Mondo Trasho (1969), 
Multiple Maniacs (1970), 
Pink Flamingos (1972), Female Trouble (1974), 
Polyester (1981), and Hairspray (1988).  He had 
an extended relationship with Lee L’Ecuyer and 
had an affair with Leo Ford. 
 
On 21 February 2023, Australia released a Stamp 
Pack of 17 stamps celebrating Disney – I Am a 
Princess, including two stamps featuring Ariel 
from Disney’s The Little Mermaid, based on the 
short story by Hans Christian Andersen. 
 
On 21 February 2023, Isle of Man released five 
stamps commemorating the 80th Anniversary of 
the Second Battle of El (Continued on page 14)   
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Alamein, including one stamp featuring Bernard 
Montgomery. 
 
On 16 February 2023, the United Kingdom re-
leased twelve stamps, a miniature sheet, a prestige 
booklet, a Collectors Sheet, and two Fan Sheets 
celebrating X-Men, including two stamps featur-
ing Iceman, one stamp featuring Mystique, two 
stamps featuring Kitty Pryde, two stamps featur-
ing Colossus, and two stamps featuring Wolver-
ine. 

 
Iceman was a fictional su-
perhero appearing in comic 
books published by Marvel 
Comics starting in 1963.  
He was a mutant born with 
superhuman abilities to ma-
nipulate ice and cold by 
freezing water vapor.  His 
character name was Robert 

Louis “Bobby” Drake, and he was a founding 
member of the X-Men.  He has been portrayed in 
films by Shawn Ashmore.  A 2015 storyline re-
vealed that Bobby was a closeted gay man who 
eventually came out to his peers. 
 
Mystique was a fictional superhero appearing in 
comic books published by Marvel Comics starting 
in 1978.  She was a mutant born with the superhu-
man ability to shapeshift 
and mimic the appearance 
and voice of any person 
with exquisite precision.  
Her character name was 
Raven Darkhölme, and she 
was typically a foe, super-
villain or antiheroine, of the 
X-Men.  She has been por-
trayed in films by Rebecca 
Romijn, Jennifer Lawrence, 
and Morgan Lily.  Creator 
Chris Claremont originally 
intended that Mystique and female superhero Des-
tiny be the biological parents of superhero Night-
crawler.  Her bisexuality was revealed in hind-
sight, long after partner Destiny’s death. 

 
Kitty Pryde was a fictional 
superhero appearing in 
comic books published by 
Marvel Comics starting in 
1980.  She was a mutant 
born with the superhuman 
ability to phase, becoming 
intangible, to disrupt elec-

tric fields, and to simulate levitation.  She has been 
portrayed in films by Sumela Kay, Katie Stuart, 
and Elliot Page.  In 2020, she was revealed to be 
bisexual.  Co-creator Chris Clarmont originally 
intended that Rachel Summers be a love interest 
for Kitty. 

 
Colossus was a fictional 
superhero appearing in 
comic books published by 
Marvel Comics starting in 
1975.  He was a Russian 
mutant born with the super-
human ability to transform 
himself into metallic form, 
making him the physically 

strongest member of the X-Men.  He has been por-
trayed in films by Donald MacKinnon and Stefan 
Kapičić.  While his most significant relationship, 
arguably, was with Kitty Pryde, his Ultimate Mar-
vel sexuality was homosexual. 
 
Beast was a fictional super-
hero appearing in comic 
books published by Marvel 
Comics starting in 1963.  
He was a mutant born with 
ape-like superhuman physi-
cal strength and agility, 
oversized hands and feet, 
and genius-level intellect.  
His character name was Dr. Henry Philip “Hank” 
McCoy, and he was a founding member of the X-
Men.  He has been portrayed in films by Steve 
Bacic, Kelsey Grammer, and Nicholas Hoult.  In 
Exiles, Beast was in a romantic relationship with 
Wonder-Man. 

 
Wolverine was a fictional 
superhero appearing in 
comic books published by 
Marvel Comics starting in 
1974.  He was a mutant 
born with animal-keen 
senses, enhanced physical 
capabilities, powerful re-
generative/healing abilities, 

and three retractable claws in each hand.  He has 
been portrayed in films by Hugh Jackman and 
Troye Sivan.  In 2020, it was hinted that he was in 
a polyamorous relationship with Jean Grey and 
Cyclops.  He had become a gay icon, based on his 
homoerotic relationships with Cyclops and Night-
crawler.  In X-Treme X-Men, Wolverine was in a 
relationship with Hercules, sharing an on-panel 
kiss. 

(Continued on page 15)   
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 On 16 February 2023, Jersey released six Post & 
Go variable rate stamps celebrating Farm Ani-
mals, including one stamp featuring narcissi 
(Narcissus). 
 
On 15 February 2023, Falkland Islands released a 
miniature sheet commemorating the Death of 
Queen Elizabeth II, including one stamp featuring 
her in a dress designed by Norman Hartnell. 
 
On 12 February 2023, Italy released a stamp com-
memorating the Centenary of the Birth of Franco 
Zeffirelli. 
 
On 6 February 2023, Guernsey released four 
stamps celebrating the Life of Queen Elizabeth II, 
including one stamp featuring her in a dress de-
signed by Norman Hartnell. 
 
On 6 February 2023, Turkey released three defini-
tives featuring Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. 
 
On 2 February 2023, Germany released a stamp 
commemorating the 125th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Bertolt Brecht. 
 
On 1 February 2023, New Zealand released four 
stamps and a miniature sheet commemorating the 
Centenary of the Death of Katherine Mansfield. 
 
On 30 January 2023, Kyrgyz Express Post re-
leased a stamp commemorating the 350th Anni-
versary of the Death of Molière. 
 
On 30 January 2023, Monaco released a stamp 
commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Colette. 
 
On 19 January 2023, Austria released a stamp cel-

ebrating Modern Art, featuring 
work by Max Oppenheimer 
(1885-1954).  He was born in 
Vienna and studied at the 
Akademie der Bildenden Kün-
ste in Vienna and the Academy 
of Fine Arts of Prague.  He 
shared a studio with Egon 
Schiele and was considered 
one of Austria’s leading avant-

garde artists.  His work was included in two exhi-
bitions organized by Gustav Klimt before his first 
solo show in Munich in 1910.  He was known for 
his portraits of contemporary cultural figures.  
Gay and Jewish, Max emigrated to New York in 
1938. 
 

On 29 December 2022, Colombia released a min-
iature sheet commemorating the Bicentenary of 
Diplomatic Relations with Chile, including one 
stamp featuring Gabriela Mistral. 
 
On 26 December 2022, Bahrain released a souve-
nir sheet commemorating the 40th Anniversary of 
the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council, featuring Qa-
boos bin Said in the selvage. 
 
On 21 December 2022, Kuwait released a souve-
nir sheet commemorating the 40th Anniversary of 
the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council, featuring Qa-
boos bin Said in the selvage. 
 
On 21 December 2022, Qatar released a souvenir 
sheet commemorating the 40th Anniversary of the 
Arab Gulf Cooperation Council, featuring Qaboos 
bin Said in the selvage. 
 
On 20 December 2022, Djibouti released a souve-
nir sheet commemorating the 80th Anniversary of 
the Second Battle of El Alamein, featuring Ber-
nard Montgomery in the selvage. 
 
On 13 December 2022, Saudi Arabia released a 
souvenir sheet commemorating the 40th Anniver-
sary of the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council, featur-
ing Qaboos bin Said in the selvage. 
 
On 12 December 2022, the United Arab Emirates 
released two souvenir sheets commemorating the 
40th Anniversary of the Arab Gulf Cooperation 
Council, featuring Qaboos bin Said in the selvag-
es. 
 
In December 2022, Australia released a Souvenir 
Stamp Sheet commemorating the 2022 AFLW 
Season 7 Grand Final Champions Melbourne, fea-
turing Tayla Harris (born 1997) in the selvage.  

(Continued on page 16)   
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She is a professional boxer and an Australian rules 
footballer playing for Melbourne FC.  She was 
signed by Brisbane for the AFLW’s inaugural 
2017 season and played in the inaugural match.  
She played for Carlton before joining Melbourne 
in 2021.  Tayla’s partner is fellow AFLW player 
Kodi Jacques. 
 
On 5 December 2022, Togo released two souvenir 
sheets commemorating the Death of Queen Eliza-
beth II, including one souvenir sheet selvage fea-
turing her in a dress designed by Norman Hart-
nell and the other souvenir sheet featuring a de-
sign partially based on a photograph by Cecil 
Beaton of her in the coronation dress designed by 
Norman Hartnell. 
 
On 5 December 2022, Togo released a miniature 
sheet and a souvenir sheet celebrating Christmas 
Paintings, including one stamp and the souvenir 
sheet selvage featuring work by Sandro Botticelli 
and the souvenir sheet featuring work by Rapha-
el. 
 
On 5 December 2022, Togo released a miniature 
sheet and two souvenir sheets commemorating the 
115th Anniversary of Scouting, including one 
stamp, one label, and one souvenir sheet featuring 
Robert Baden-Powell. 
 
On 5 December 2022, Togo released a miniature 
sheet and two souvenir sheets commemorating the 
2022 Nobel Prize Laureates, including one stamp 
featuring Svante Pääbo and one label and one 
souvenir sheet selvage featuring Carolyn 
Bertozzi. 
 
On 2 December 2022, Liberia released a miniature 
sheet commemorating the 2022 Nobel Prize Lau-
reates, including one stamp featuring Svante 
Pääbo and one stamp featuring Carolyn 
Bertozzi. 
 
Svante Pääbo (born 1955) is a Swedish geneti-

cist who specializes in the 
field of evolutionary genet-
ics.  He is one of the found-
ers of paleogenetics and has 
worked extensively on the 
Neanderthal genome.  He 
teaches molecular evolution-
ary biology at Leipzig Uni-
versity.  In his 2014 book, 

Neanderthal Man: In Search of Lost Genomes, 
Svante revealed that he is bisexual. 

Carolyn Bertozzi (born 
1966) was born in Boston, 
received her A.B. summa cum 
laude in chemistry at Harvard 
University, and earned her 
Ph.D. in chemistry at the Uni-
versity of California at Berke-
ley.  She is known for her 

wide-ranging work in both chemistry and biology 
and for coining the term “bioorthogonal chemis-
try” for chemical reactions compatible with living 
systems.  She holds the Anne T. and Robert M. 
Bass Professorship in the School of Humanities 
and Sciences at Stanford University.  As an open 
lesbian in academia and science, Carolyn has been 
a role model for students and colleagues. 
 
On 2 December 2022, Liberia released a miniature 
sheet and a souvenir sheet celebrating Raphael, 
including the souvenir sheet selvage featuring 
Apollo. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Central African Republic 
released a miniature sheet commemorating the 
2022 Nobel Prize Laureates, including one stamp 
featuring Svante Pääbo. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Central African Republic 
released a miniature sheet and two souvenir sheets 
commemorating the Centenary of the Birth of Lu-
cian Freud. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Chad released a miniature 
sheet and a souvenir sheet commemorating the 
195th Anniversary of the Death of Ludwig van 
Beethoven. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Chad released a miniature 
sheet and a souvenir sheet commemorating the 
2022 Nobel Prize Laureates, including one stamp 
featuring Svante Pääbo and the souvenir sheet 
featuring Carolyn Bertozzi. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Chad released a miniature 
sheet and a souvenir sheet commemorating the 
165th Anniversary of the Birth of Robert Baden-
Powell. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Chad released a miniature 
sheet and a souvenir sheet commemorating the 
115th Anniversary of the Birth of Frida Kahlo. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Chad released a miniature 
sheet and a souvenir sheet commemorating the 
Centenary of the Discovery of Tutankhamun’s 

(Continued on page 17)   
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Tomb by Howard Carter. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Guinea-Bissau released a 
miniature sheet commemorating the 2022 Nobel 
Prize Laureates, including one stamp featuring 
Svante Pääbo and one stamp featuring Carolyn 
Bertozzi. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Guinea-Bissau released a 
miniature sheet and a souvenir sheet commemo-
rating the Death of Queen Elizabeth II, including 
one stamp and the souvenir sheet featuring her in 
dresses designed by Norman Hartnell. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Sierra Leone released a 
miniature sheet commemorating the 2022 Nobel 
Prize Laureates, including one stamp featuring 
Svante Pääbo and one stamp featuring Carolyn 
Bertozzi. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Sierra Leone released a 
miniature sheet and a souvenir sheet celebrating 
Diego Velazquez, including one stamp featuring 
Hermes (Mercury) and the souvenir sheet featur-
ing Dionysus (Bacchus). 
 
On 30 November 2022, Sierra Leone released a 
miniature sheet and a souvenir sheet celebrating 
Sandro Botticelli, including one stamp featuring 
Hermes (Mercury) and Zephyrus and the souve-
nir sheet selvage featuring John the Apostle. 
 
On 30 November 2022, Sierra Leone released a 
miniature sheet and a souvenir sheet commemo-
rating the 75th Anniversary of the Birth of David 
Bowie, including one stamp featuring Freddie 
Mercury. 
 

On 17 November 2022, the 
Philippines released a stamp 
and a souvenir sheet com-
memorating the Inauguration 
of Vice President Sara 
Duterte (born 1978).  She 
was born in Davao City, 

graduated from San Pedro College, and earned a 
law degree from San Sebastian College – Recole-
tos.  She was twice mayor of Davao City before 
becoming the 15th Vice President of the Republic 
of the Philippines.  Sara is married with three chil-
dren and says her gender expression is male and 
sex is female. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Central African Republic re-
leased a souvenir sheet commemorating the Ac-
cession of King Charles III, with the selvage fea-

turing a design based on a photograph by Cecil 
Beaton of Queen Elizabeth II in the coronation 
dress designed by Norman Hartnell. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Central African Republic 
released a souvenir sheet celebrating Christmas 
Paintings, featuring work by Albrecht Dürer and 
Caravaggio. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Central African Republic 
released a miniature sheet and a souvenir sheet 
commemorating the Centenary of the Discovery 
of Tutankhamun’s Tomb by Howard Carter. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Sierra Leone released a min-
iature sheet and two souvenir sheets commemo-
rating the 380th Anniversary of the Birth of Isaac 
Newton. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Sierra Leone released a min-
iature sheet and a souvenir sheet commemorating 
the Death of Queen Elizabeth II, including one 
stamp featuring her in a dress designed by Nor-
man Hartnell and the souvenir sheet featuring 
her in the coronation dress designed by Norman 
Hartnell. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Sierra Leone released a min-
iature sheet commemorating the Accession of 
King Charles III, including one stamp featuring 
Queen Elizabeth II in a dress designed by Nor-
man Hartnell. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Sierra Leone released a min-
iature sheet celebrating Christmas Paintings, in-
cluding one stamp featuring work by Sandro 
Botticelli. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Sierra Leone released a min-
iature sheet and two souvenir sheets commemo-
rating the Centenary of the Discovery of Tutan-
khamun’s Tomb by Howard Carter. 
 
On 9 October 2022, Sierra Leone released a min-
iature sheet and two souvenir sheets commemo-
rating the 115th Anniversary of Scouting, featur-
ing Robert Baden-Powell. 
 
On 30 September 2022, Liberia released a souve-
nir sheet commemorating the Death of Queen 
Elizabeth II, featuring her in a dress designed by 
Norman Hartnell. 
 
On 30 September 2022, Liberia released two sou-
venir sheets commemorating the Accession of 

(Continued on page 18)   
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King Charles III, with one souvenir sheet featur-
ing Queen Elizabeth II in a dress designed by 
Norman Hartnell and the other souvenir sheet 
selvage featuring a design based on a photograph 
by Cecil Beaton of Queen Elizabeth II in the cor-
onation dress designed by Norman Hartnell. 
 
On 30 September 2022, Liberia released a minia-
ture sheet and two souvenir sheets commemorat-
ing the 115th Anniversary of Scouting, including 
three stamps and the two souvenir sheets featur-
ing Robert Baden-Powell. 
 
On 7 September 2022, Finland released a minia-
ture sheet commemorating the 150th Anniversary 
of the Finnish National Theatre and the Cen-
tenary of the Finnish National Ballet, including 
three stamps featuring ballets by Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky and one stamp featuring a play 
based on a short story by Hans Christian An-
dersen. 
 
On 7 September 2022, Portugal released a stamp 
commemorating the Bicentennial of the Inde-
pendence of Brazil, featuring Maria Leopoldina 
of Austria. 
 
On 1 September 2022, Togo released a miniature 
sheet and two souvenir sheets commemorating 
the 195th Anniversary of the Death of Ludwig 
van Beethoven. 
 
On 31 August 2022, Sierra Leone released a min-
iature sheet commemorating the 60th Anniver-
sary of the Death of Marilyn Monroe, including 
one stamp featuring the poster for the film, How 
to Marry a Millionaire, partly based on a play by 
Zoe Akins. 
 
On 31 August 2022, Sierra Leone released a min-
iature sheet and a souvenir sheet celebrating Ti-
tian, including one stamp featuring Dionysus 
(Bacchus) and the souvenir sheet selvage featur-
ing Adonis and Aphrodite (Venus). 
 
On 31 August 2022, Sierra Leone released a sou-
venir sheet commemorating the Centenary of 
Wimbledon Centre Court, featuring Martina 
Navratilova in the selvage. 
 
On 15 August 2022, Niger released a miniature 
sheet and two souvenir sheets celebrating Sandro 
Botticelli, including one stamp featuring Aphro-
dite (Venus) and one stamp featuring Augustine 
of Hippo. 

On 15 August 2022, Niger released a miniature 
sheet celebrating Diego Velázquez, including one 
stamp featuring Aphrodite (Venus) and one 
stamp featuring Dionysus (Bacchus). 
 
On 15 August 2022, Niger released a souvenir 
sheet commemorating the 105th Anniversary of 
the Birth of John F. Kennedy, featuring Queen 
Elizabeth II in a dress designed by Norman Hart-
nell. 
 
On 15 August 2022, Niger released a miniature 
sheet celebrating Aircraft Carriers, featuring 
Abraham Lincoln in the selvage.                                               
                                                                             
On 15 August 2022, Niger 
released a miniature sheet and 
two souvenir sheets commem-
orating the 75th Anniversary 
of the Birth of Elton John, 
including one stamp featuring 
Lady Gaga and one souvenir 
sheet featuring Freddie Mer-
cury. 
 
On 15 August 2022, Niger released a souvenir 
sheet commemorating the 80th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Jimi Hendrix, featuring Mick Jagger. 
 
On 15 August 2022, Niger released a miniature 
sheet and two souvenir sheets commemorating the 
115th Anniversary of Scouting, including two 
stamps and both souvenir sheets featuring Robert 
Baden-Powell. 
 
On 30 June 2022, Brazil released a stamp com-
memorating the Bicentenary of Independence, 
featuring Maria Leopoldina of Austria. 
 
On 30 June 2022, Cayman Islands released four 
stamps commemorating the 70th Anniversary of 
the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, including 
two stamps featuring her in dresses designed by 
Norman Hartnell. 
 
On 30 March 2022, Colombia released a minia-
ture sheet celebrating Stained Glass from the Met-
ropolitan Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of the 
Rosary of Manizales, including at least one stamp 
featuring John the Apostle. 
 
On 22 March 2022, Mongolia released a minia-
ture sheet celebrating World Famous Actor Gom-
bosuren Gombojav, including two stamps featur-
ing him in plays by William Shakespeare and 
one stamp featuring him in a play by Sophocles. 


